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§455.6 State exemptions.

(a) If, upon application to the Com-
mission by an appropriate State agen-
cy, the Commission determines, that—

(1) There is a State requirement in
effect which applies to any transaction
to which this rule applies; and

(2) That State requirement affords an
overall level of protection to consum-
ers which is as great as, or greater
than, the protection afforded by this
Rule; then the Commission’s Rule will
not be in effect in that State to the ex-
tent specified by the Commission in its
determination, for as long as the State
administers and enforces effectively
the State requirement.

(b) Applications for exemption under
subsection (a) should be directed to the
Secretary of the Commission. When ap-
propriate, proceedings will be com-
menced in order to make a determina-
tion described in paragraph (a) of this
section, and will be conducted in ac-
cordance with subpart C of part 1 of the
Commission’s Rules of Practice.

§455.7 Severability.

The provisions of this part are sepa-
rate and severable from one another. If
any provision is determined to be in-
valid, it is the Commission’s intention
that the remaining provisions shall
continue in effect.
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8§456.1 Definitions.

(a) A patient is any person who has
had an eye examination.

(b) An eye examination is the process
of determining the refractive condition
of a person’s eyes or the presence of
any visual anomaly by the use of objec-
tive or subjective tests.

§456.2

(c) Ophthalmic goods are eyeglasses,
or any component of eyeglasses, and
contact lenses.

(d) Ophthalmic services are the meas-
uring, fitting, and adjusting of ophthal-
mic goods subsequent to an eye exam-
ination.

(e) An ophthalmologist is any Doctor
of Medicine or Osteopathy who per-
forms eye examinations.

(f) An optometrist is any Doctor of Op-
tometry.

(9) A prescription is the written speci-
fications for lenses for eyeglasses
which are derived from an eye exam-
ination, including all of the informa-
tion specified by state law, if any, nec-
essary to obtain lenses for eyeglasses.

§456.2 Separation of examination and
dispensing.

It is an unfair act or practice for an
ophthalmologist or optometrist to:

(a) Fail to provide to the patient one
copy of the patient’s prescription im-
mediately after the eye examination is
completed. Provided: An ophthalmol-
ogist or optometrist may refuse to give
the patient a copy of the patient’s pre-
scription until the patient has paid for
the eye examination, but only if that
ophthalmologist or optometrist would
have required immediate payment
from that patient had the examination
revealed that no ophthalmic goods
were required;

(b) Condition the availability of an
eye examination to any person on a re-
quirement that the patient agree to
purchase any ophthalmic goods from
the ophthalmologist or optometrist;

(c) Charge the patient any fee in ad-
dition to the ophthalmologist’s or op-
tometrist’s examination fee as a condi-
tion to releasing the prescription to
the patient. Provided: An ophthalmol-
ogist or optometrist may charge an ad-
ditional fee for verifying ophthalmic
goods dispensed by another seller when
the additional fee is imposed at the
time the verification is performed; or

(d) Place on the prescription, or re-
quire the patient to sign, or deliver to
the patient a form or notice waiving or
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